The year has come to an end, almost before we realised it. Another successful 12 months for the International Journal of Stroke with wonderful assistance from our active and extremely supportive editorial board, hardworking Associate Editors, Michael Hill, Patrick Lyden, Julie Bernhardt, Thorsten Steiner, Ayrton Massaro, and Jong S Kim; and of course our brilliant Managing Editor Carmen Lahiff-Jenkins. Also, particular thanks to the many in our stroke community who have scrutinised our ever-expanding number of manuscripts via the very important peer review process; this really is such an important part of making the journal what it is today! Many of you have recently attended the enormously successful World Stroke Congress (WSC) in Hyderabad, where Stephen Davis completed his outstanding 4 years as President of the World Stroke Organization (WSO), and graciously handed the reigns over to Werner Hacke, who we profiled in our recent World Stroke Day special edition; we have been particularly fortunate with the quality of leadership of the WSO.
There were many high quality presentations at the WSC, among them the intriguing ATTEND trial results of community based rehabilitation in India. Surprisingly, with a sample size of over 1200 patients, there was no advantage in the community led intervention versus controls. This has enormous implications for public policy in the developing world and should spawn a cascade of studies to advance this issue further. The results presentation was filmed by our office and loaded to the IJS Facebook page, we encourage you to sign up and keep an eye out for live-streaming announcements from conferences around the world.
In this edition, we have finished off the year with some excellent reviews on the role of NOACS in AF, fatigue after stroke, and interesting original articles including Histologic features of acute thrombi retrieved from stroke patients during mechanical reperfusion therapy. The protocol GOLIATH addresses the important question as to whether we should be using general anaesthesia or conscious sedation during endovascular therapy.
The coming year also promises much, we will be publishing the rehabilitation consensus paper from Professor Julie Bernhardt and team; a special edition 'Focus on China', as well as a series on 'ICH' and 'vascular dementia', among others.
So much to come and only 9 editions to squeeze it into!
